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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed May 15, 2003 has been entered. Claims 1-2, 6, 10-21 have 
been amended. Claims 3-5, 7-9 have been canceled. Claims 22-46 have been added. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-2, 6, 10-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Lumsden (US 6,006,217 A), hereinafter referred to as "Lumsden". 

As per claim 1, Lumsden teaches a method for real-time distillation of a source 
document, comprising: 

• "receiving search criteria from a client; searching at least one source based on 
the search criteria, determining search results responsive to said searching" at 
Col. 5 line 60 to Col. 6 line 15; 

• "distilling a selected one of the search results in substantially real time relative to 
the time of selection, wherein the distillation occurs in accordance with at least 
one data type criterion selected from a plurality of predefined data type criteria" at 
Col. 6 line 48 to Col. 7 line 22; 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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• "creating a distilled version of the selected search result, wherein the distilled 
version contains predefined content from the selected search result in 
accordance with the selected data type criteria" at Col. 6 line 48 to Col 7 line 22. 
As per claim 2, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 1 , further comprising 

the step of "creating an index in the distilled version wherein the index allows selective 
entry into the content of the corresponding search result" at Col. 7 lines 1-22. 

As per claim 6, Lumsden teaches a method for displaying search results, 
comprising: 

• "receiving search criteria from a client; searching at least one source based on 
the search criteria; determining search results responsive to said searching, the 
search results comprising source documents" at Col. 5 lines 60 to Col. 6 line 15; 

• "selecting one of the source documents, the selected document having a first 
content" at Col. 6 lines 48-50; 

• "at substantially the time of selection, distilling the selected source documents 
into result object, wherein the result object includes a second content and the 
second content is derived from the first content in accordance with at least one 
predefined distillation criterion" at Col. 6 lines 48-67; 

• "and creating an index from the result object into the selected source document, 
wherein selection of the index provides a display of a corresponding portion of 
the first content" at Col. 7 lines 1-22. 

As per claim 10, Lumsden teaches a method for displaying search results, 
comprising: 
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• "receiving search criteria from a client; searching at least one source based on 
the search criteria; determining a plurality of search results responsive to said 
searching" Col. 5 lines 60 to Col. 6 line 15; 

• "distilling a selected one of the search results into a result object" at Col. 6 lines 
48-67; 

• "creating a mid-menu that corresponds to the result object, the mid-menu 
comprising a plurality of menu options, each menu option including at least one 
result category" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22; 

• "and a content metric, the content metric being a measure of a relative value of 
the result category" at Fig. 5; 

• "displaying the mid-menu" at Col. 6 lines 67 to Col. 7 line 22. 

As per claim 11, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 10, wherein "the 
content metric comprises a quantitative measure of the relative value of the result 
category" at Col. 7 lines 48-53 and Fig. 5. 

As per claim 12, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 1 1 , wherein "the 
quantitative measure comprises a number of results for each the result category" at Fig. 
5. 

As per claim 13, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 1 1 , wherein "the 
quantitative measure comprises a number of occurrences of pre-specified data" at Col. 
6 lines 55-67 and Fig. 5. 
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As per claim 14, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 10, wherein "the 
content metric comprises a qualitative measure of the relative value of the result 
category" at Col. 7 lines 48-53 and Fig. 5. 

As per claim 15, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 14, wherein "the 
qualitative measure comprises an indicator of the relevance of the results of the result 
category to the search criteria" at Col. 7 lines 48-53 and Fig. 5. 

As per claim 16, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 10, wherein "at least 
one category comprises a data type" at Col. 6 lines 48-67. 

As per claim 17, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 10, wherein "at least 
one category comprises a user-defined type" at Col. 6 lines 48-67. 

As per claim 18, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 10, additionally 
comprising "determining user preferences, and dynamically creating the mid-menu in 
accordance with the user preferences" at Col. 5 lines 60-65 and Col. 6 lines 48-67. 

As per claim 19, Lumsden teaches a method for displaying search results, 
comprising: 

• "receiving search criteria from a client; searching a plurality of sources based on 
the search criteria; determining search results responsive to said searching" at 
Col. 5 lines 60 to Col. 6 line 15; 

• "distilling a selected one of the search results into a result object" at Col. 6 lines 
48-60; 

• "determining user preferences" at Col. 6 lines 60-67; 
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• "creating a mid-menu in accordance with the user preferences, the mid-menu 
corresponding to the result object and comprising a plurality of menu options, 
each menu option including a result category, each result category having a 
number of results" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22; 

• "and a content metric for each result category, the content metric being a 
measure of the value of the result category" at Fig. 5; 

• "and displaying the mid-menu" at Col. 7 lines 1-22. 

As per claim 20, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 19, wherein "the 
content metric comprises a quantitative measure for each result category" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 21, Lumsden teaches the method as in claim 19, wherein "the 
content metric comprises a qualitative measure for each result category" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 22, Lumsden teaches a method for searching, comprising: 

• "receiving search criteria; searching at least one body of knowledge based on the 
search criteria; providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the 
searching" at Col. 5 lines 60 to Col. 6 line 15; 

• "displaying on a display device a list of at least some of the search results, the list 
comprising: a separate and unique identifier corresponding to each one of the 
search results in the list" at Col. 6 lines 5-25 and Fig. 5; and 

• "a separate distillation trigger associated with each unique identifier" at Col. 6 
lines 15-25 and Fig. 5, element 76; 
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• "wherein selection by a user of a distillation trigger causes a substantial real-time 
creation of a distilled version of the search result corresponding to the unique 
identifier associated with the selected distillation trigger" at Col. 6 lines 48-67. 
As per claim 23, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 

"the unique identifier is a URL corresponding to the search result in the list" at Fig. 5. 
As per claim 24, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 

"the unique identifier is a title corresponding to the search result in the list" at Fig. 5. 
As per claim 25, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 

"the unique identifier is an abstract corresponding to the search result in the list" at Fig. 

5. 

As per claim 26, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 
"selection by a user of the unique identifier causes a full content version of the 
corresponding search result to be displayed on the display device" at Col. 7 lines 35-50. 

As per claim 27, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 
"the distilled version includes content extracted from the corresponding search result in 
accordance with at least one predefined data type" at Col. 6 lines 48-67. 

As per claim 28, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 27, wherein 
"the at least one predefined data type is selected from one of the following data types: a 
key point; a focus word; a matched-in-context key point; a title; and a URL" at Col. 6 line 
67 to Col. 7 line 22. 



Application/Control Number: 09/649,436 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2177 

As per claim 29, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 27, wherein 
"the at least one data type provides an index to content of the corresponding search 
result" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22. 

As per claim 30, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 27, further 
comprising the steps of: 

• "displaying the distilled version on the display device" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 
line 22; and 

• "wherein selection by a user of a predefined data type within the displayed 
distilled version causes a substantially real time entry into the content of the 
corresponding search result" at Col. 7 lines 12-22. 

As per claim 31, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 30, further 
comprising the step of "displaying a predefined portion of the content of the search 
result, wherein the predefined portion is adjacent to the data type selected by the user 
within the distilled version" at Col. 7 lines 12-22. 

As per claim 32, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, further 
comprising the step of "displaying the distilled version on the display device" at Col. 7 
lines 1-22. 

As per claim 33, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 22, wherein 
"at least some of the search results are comprised of textual documents" at Col. 6 lines 
5-25. 

As per claim 34, Lumsden teaches a method for searching, comprising: 
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• "receiving search criteria; searching at least one body of knowledge based on the 
search criteria; providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the 
searching" at Col. 5 line 60 to Col. 6 line 25; 

• "distilling a selected one of the search results into a result object, the result object 
including content extracted from the selected search result in accordance with a 
plurality of data type preferences selected from a plurality of predefined data type 
preference types" at Col. 5 lines 60-65 and Col. 6 lines 48-67; 

• "creating a menu corresponding to the result object, the menu including a 
plurality of menu options, wherein each menu option defines a result category 
that is descriptive of a predefined portion of the content of the result object" at 
Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22; and 

• "graphically displaying the menu on a display device, wherein a user may 
optionally select any one of the menu options" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22. 
As per claim 35, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 34, wherein 

"at least one result category comprises one of the selected data type preference types 
used to distil the search result" at Col. 6 lines 48-67. 

As per claim 36, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 34, wherein 
"selection of a menu option causes a corresponding content portion of the result object 
to be displayed on the display device" at Col. 7 lines 12-22. 

As per claim 37, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 34, wherein 
"selection of a menu option causes a corresponding content portion of the selected 
search result to be displayed on the display device" at Col. 7 lines 12-22. 
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As per claim 38, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 34, further 
comprising "a plurality of content metrics that are associated with a corresponding menu 
option, wherein each content metric is representative of a value for the result category 
of the menu option" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 39, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 38, wherein 
"the value represented by the content metric is a quantitative measure of the 
corresponding result category" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 40, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 39, wherein 
"the quantitative measure comprises a number of results for the corresponding result 
category" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 41, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 39, wherein 
"the quantitative measure comprises a number of occurrences of a data type specified 
by the corresponding result category" at Col. 6 line 67 to Col. 7 line 22. 

As per claim 42, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 38, wherein 
"the value represented by the content metric is a qualitative measure of the 
corresponding result category" at Fig. 5. 

As per claim 43, Lumsden teaches the method as defined in claim 42, wherein 
"the qualitative measure is indicative of the degree of relevance of the corresponding 
result category to the search criteria" at Col. 7 lines 48-53. 

4. Claims 44-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rubinstein et al. (US 5,913,215), hereinafter referred to as "Rubinstein". 
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As per claim 44, Rubinstein teaches the method for searching, comprising: 

• "receiving search criteria; searching at least one body of knowledge based on the 
search criteria; providing a plurality of search results that are responsive to the 
searching, wherein at least one of the search results is a document comprised of 
text content" at Col. 7 lines 40-50 and Fig. 2; 

• "selecting one of the text-content document search results; and at substantially 
the time of selection, distilling the selected document, wherein the step of 
distilling comprises the following steps: extracting content from the selected 
document in accordance with a plurality of data type rules" at Col. 7 line 55 to 
Col. 8 line 15; 

• "deriving a plurality of key points from the text content of the selected document, 
wherein key points are at least partially identified by locating text portions within 
the document that contain predefined verb types" at Col. 8 line 25 to Col. 9 line 
25; 

• "and generating a reduced content distilled document that contains at least a 
portion of the extracted content and at least one of the key points" at Col. 7 line 
55 to Col. 8 line 15. 

As per claim 45, Rubinstein teaches the method as defined in claim 44, further 
comprising the step of "displaying the reduced content distilled document on a display 
device" at Fig. 2, element 270 and Fig. 15. 

As per claim 46, Rubinstein teaches the method as defined in claim 44, wherein 
"the step of deriving key points comprises: 
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• "segmenting the text content of the selected document into a plurality of separate 
textual components" at Col. 8 line 25 to Col. 9 line 25; 

• "identifying whether verbs are present within the textual components; comparing 
identified verbs to a predefined hierarchy of verb sequences; and based upon the 
results of the comparison, identifying which of the identified verbs are used in 
identifying key points" at Col. 8 line 25 to Col. 9 line 25. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed May 15, 2003 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
7299. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)746- 
7240. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2177 
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